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Samuels Publie Library

bringing people, information, and ideas together

to enrich lives and build community since 1799.




‘WAYBACK MACHINE

<WHAT DO THE VOICES OF THE PAST HAVE w 2 o
TO TELL US ABOUT: f_f N
b r_. ] ]
e THEIR VISION h "E*_:EI, a’ﬁ"
e THEIR COMMITMENT o I'rl-;ﬁ?g?:j-'.l.lﬁ |
e THEIR GOALS ; ,:Eéﬂ'j;,' |
e THEIR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE f»‘-l—t
ey | ¥ -l




BUILDING BLOCKS

1799- 2nd Library in Virginia
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1921: Chester Street Ladies 1953--Tvy Lodge 1980--Villa Avenue 2009--Criser Rd
Dr. Bernard Samuels Walter Samuels

Samuels Public Library

"It disseminates knowledge, inspires a taste for reading and gaining
information, gives to the town a tone and reputation, draws many

from useless, if not vicious habits. "




"The biggest problem in the early library days was heat.....Close behind the chill and
dampness...the lack of light..dark, narrow stairs."
15 feet of space in the City Hall with 30 days notice
1921- Steele House with rent paid by town merchants then County

_am R-MA students "painting and papering the Steele House with gusto”
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Thompson Harness Shop
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G 1921-GHESTER BT. SADIES

 wmew =  Mrs. C.L. Melton (Gertrude Blackwell)
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s’ . » PNy f‘:"‘“' o, = on the 1892 faculty at R-MA; married principal
_ e 4 2 Lr"i_—"' -~ « Miss Mattie Brown, Social Editor at the Warren Sentinel
=~ _ N, -~
) % e = s . Mrs. Coleman Ware (Bertie Beaty)

. Miss Elizabeth Millar (buried At RMA)

1921_SILVER ‘[EA--BUILD COMMUNITY, GET BOOKS,
‘PROMOTE {IBRARY, AND RAISE MONEY

"Progressive and aggressive ladies
decided to start a project with a library tea

at the community house"

Miss Mattie Brown




Continued to have Silver Teas World War II Outreach to community

Not just a social gathering but Each challenge met by Constant promotion
a way to educate the working together through social connections
community

“Never was there a truer saying than ‘Many men, many minds’, when it comes to selecting books for a library. What

one thinks is a delightful book another detests, and we wish to try to please all; so if there is a book that you long to

read, tell us, and if possible, we will get it.”




1953-9VY SODGE

Dr. Bernard Samuels

« Worldly man, Vienna And

Prague Eleanor Norton - first librarian

« Taught at Cornell, come home « Worked a the New York Publie Library
to Front Royal. during the Depression

» Opened FR to the world . Library Science: John Hopkins Univ.

« Paid $12,500, then donated a Referenicabooks
20 -3

Front Royal, Warren County, Randolph-Macon Academy, businesses, community leaders

« Volunteers "the unsung heroes and heroines”

"

15 member Library Board...appointment to the library board is a public trust..perfect

example today of democracy.. to promote the American ideal"




1980-“VILLA AVE___

Walter Samuels

$250,000 donation l g

"Mystery Man"

« Outreach to community
 Deal struck to save Ivy Lodge:
given to Warren Heritage Society

« RMA sold 815K then raised S9k

o 15 member Board of Trustees

keystone of organization




WORKING HAND-IN-HAND

- ' . &3

Avtex Fiberé, Ine,

Thurstay, June 26/ 1980 Front Royal Warren® Sentirel Page 3 .

AL

Choose the books you want your publie
library to buy..take an active part in the book
selection process...opens up for you the

world of books™

Riverton Corp.
Avtex Fibers, Inc.
Front Royal Rotary Club
Loyal Order of the Moose
Skyline Caverns
DuPont & Co.
A.C.T.W.U. Local 371T
Cedarville Ruritan Club
Peoples Bank of Front Royal




« Cooperative venture: land from the School Board;
publie/private partnerships; community leaders and
organzations; volunteers

« Used connections to tap into relationships built over
decades: the result is the facility we have today

 2011--County buys Villa Ave. $550K, included debt
forgiveness of $231k=property worth $2.1 million

 Look at the >81.2 million on donor wall
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 Our vision fits with the past values of
cooperation, consensus, and collaboration

« Our commitment to expand on those building
blocks

« Our goals and hopes for the future of the
publice/private/government/citizen partnerships

built over the decades

« What would those Chester St. Ladies think?

THE <FUTURE: BEST WAY TO BUILD ON THAT <JOUNDATION “*}
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“It is called ‘Samuel’s Library, but eac
Q)
G

correctly call it ‘my library.’ For, it is ‘our |3

member of the community should more

library.” And it is one of which we should 9

all be justifiably proud. But we should

never get complacent; we should g
continuously strive to make it better and
0

better--to make it more widely used—to
cultivate an increasing interest in our G

residents of all ages from preschool to the

golden years to read more and more.”
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‘THANK “YE)U!

Lewis Moten

Amy Hayes
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Jane Ferrell (Warren Sentinel)
Rebecca Poe (Warren Sentinel)

Gertrude Blackwell Melton

ERRE

Contact me at www.colleensnyder.net about
the "Echoes of the Past”

Samuels Public Library Oral History Project




